The Book of Acts 20

Acts 20:1
*After challenges and blessings at Ephesus, Paul commenced his trip to Macedonia about AD 56-57. The riot in the theatre and the call for a lawful assembly by the townclerk gave the apostle opportunity to embrace the disciples of the Ephesian Baptist Church.  The church members were now established in the challenges of a biblical church in a pagan city.  Paul had remained there for three years (Acts 20:31). 
*It was time for the Apostle Paul to encourage and edify the Greek churches in Philippi, Thessalonica, and Berea. A longer stay in Ephesus may have hurt the church.  Perhaps Aquila and Priscilla left for Rome to plant another church (Rom. 16:3). By this time Emperor Claudius was dead (Acts 18:2).
Acts 20:2
*His trip took him to the coastal city of Troas where he had apparently started the Troas Baptist Church earlier (Acts 16:8; 20:6 ff.).  Paul gave more information, saying, “Furthermore, when I came to Troas to preach Christ's gospel, and a door was opened unto me of the Lord,  I had no rest in my spirit, because I found not Titus my brother: but taking my leave of them, I went from thence into Macedonia” (II Cor. 1:12-13).  At this time he may have gone NW of Macedonia into Illyricum, saying, “Through mighty signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God; so that from Jerusalem, and round about unto Illyricum, I have fully preached the gospel of Christ” (Rom. 15:19; cf. also II Tim. 4:10). 
*While in Macedonia Paul had troubles in caring for the Corinthian Baptist Church (I Cor. 5:1-7; II Cor. 2:6 ff.; 7:5-6). He wrote I Corinthians from Ephesus (I Cor. 16:8) and II Corinthians from Macedonia. 
*Cf. “We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed” (II Cor. 4:8-9).
Acts 20:3
*In Macedonia, the Jews still remembered this “Paul” because of the conversions of the two synagogue rulers, Crispus and Sosthenes, and smarting over the loss of the court case before Gallio (Acts 18:8-16).
*As a former henchman for the Sanhedrin, Paul was shrewd and careful about his strategy with the maniacal Jews. He knew their craftiness and out maneuvered them. He changed directions to Troas. 
Acts 20:4-5
*He could not arrive in Jerusalem for the Passover, so he decided to go to there for Pentecost (cf. v. 6). 
*Paul and Luke (“us”) went to Troas to rendezvous with seven “mighty men” that tarried for them. *Luke had been left behind to pastor the Philippian Baptist Church (Cf. Acts 16:40 [“they departed”).  
*These Baptist church members felt led by the Spirit to serve in church planting with the “dangerous” Paul.  Their names: Sopater, Aristarchus, Secundus, Gaius, Timotheus, Tychicus, and Trophimus, representing the Baptist churches of Berea, Thessalonica, Derbe, Lystra, and Ephesus.  Luke of course joined, representing the Philippian Baptist Church. The Lord deals with hearts! Has he dealt with you?   
*These men were the tokens of God’s gracious blessing on the apostle’s faithful ministry. They evidently saw the truth emboldened in a fully-committed Christian with the gift of “prophecy” and the ministry of “planting” (I Cor. 3:6).  They wanted to follow Paul as he followed Christ. Paul said, “Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ” (I Cor. 11:1; also 4:16). Their wives were very supportive and went with them when possible: “Have we not power to lead about a sister, a wife, as well as other apostles, and as the brethren of the Lord, and Cephas?” (I Cor. 9:5).  These men were well-trained by Paul and Luke, diligent in their study, personally committed to the Lord in prayer and service, faithful, on time, and counting the self-sacrificial and dangerous cost of the life of ministry! Who wants to join?
Acts 20:6
	*Doctor Luke explained in detail the places, reasoning, and chronology of the two men attempting to meet up with the seven church delegates.  They left Philippi and sailed to the port of Troas. On the holy day Paul no doubt preached on the Passover Lamb, explaining to Jews and Gentiles that Jesus is the Substance of the shadow: “Purge out…For even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us” (I Cor. 5:7-8)!  
	*The chronology from the physician’s log book including leaving the port at Neapolis to Troas which journey on the Aegean Sea took five days because of contrary winds instead of two days (Acts 16:11).
	*Apparently arriving on Sunday, they planned to stay for a whole week, edifying the church.
Acts 20:7-8
	*Earlier the Apostle had started the Troas Baptist Church and now he met with the Baptist disciples for the Sunday service as they had planned on breaking bread or the Lord’s Supper (Acts 2:42). Paul wanted one more service with the church members and then to depart. Four truths demonstrate that this was a NT assembly: 1) disciples, 2) meeting on Sunday, 3) having Lord’s Supper, and 4) preaching the Scriptures.   His message went unto midnight (Saturday 6 PM to Sunday 6 PM = First Day) and ready to depart on Monday.  The sparse architectural description revealed that Paul preached on the main floor and the building had a third loft with many lights for the gathering. Lights and lateness = sleepiness!  
Acts 20:9
	*The eyewitness Luke gave Theophilus the detailed account in succinct order from his log book. A young man named Eutychus (“good fortune”) sat by a window and fell into deep sleep. His choice of seat probably meant a large crowd for small facility. Luke observed that as Paul “was long preaching” (gift of prophecy!), the young man sunk down with sleep and fell from the third loft and was considered dead. Luke may have been observing the audience and Eutychus during the sermon.  The physician determined that the young man was dead!  (We make sure we don’t have long sermons & warm room!). 
Acts 20:10
	*In the midst of his sermon Paul reacted to the disruption and Luke reported in staccato-like fashion that the Apostle 1) went down, 2) fell upon, 3) embraced, and 4) said. Having divine authority and power (II Cor. 12:12), Paul resuscitated Eutychus and declared that he was alive.  He told the congregation “Trouble not”!  He revived the man as Peter did with Dorcas (Acts 9:40); no resurrection! 
	*The apostles re-enacted the prophet Elijah: “And he stretched himself upon the child three times, and cried unto the LORD, and said, O LORD my God, I pray thee, let this child's soul come into him again.  And the LORD heard the voice of Elijah; and the soul of the child came into him again, and he revived” (I Ki. 17:21-22).  Jesus of Nazareth is “the firstborn from the dead” (Col. 1:18)!
Acts 20:11-12
	*Apparently the man fell to the basement. Paul came up and continued the service with the Lord’s Supper.   Paul had started the Troas Baptist Church but was not a member per se; he participated with apostolic privilege. Normally and biblically the Lord’s Supper is for church members only (“closed”)!
	*The Apostle continued with the long preaching until dawn, or about another six hours! Finally he left! 
	*Later, Paul returned to Troas and he was arrested again, for capital sentencing, wherein he left his cloke and books behind: “The cloke that I left at Troas with Carpus, when thou comest, bring with thee, and the books, but especially the parchments” (II Tim. 4:13).  Luke gave the obvious response about Eutychus, revealing that the family and friends “were not a little comforted”! 
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